ROBESPIERRE
After Jacques Roux had disappeared, Hebert and Ghau-
mette, afraid of being side-tracked, took up his programme
and fiercely attacked the Convention, accusing it of
starving jthe people and of shielding the speculators in
public funds. In the Committee of Public Safety, two
followers of Hebert, Collot d'Herbois and Billaud-
Varennes, soon joined the ranks of the extremists.
Partial bankruptcy, taxation of wheat, legislation re-
garding 'cornering5, price-regulation, mass-levies, com-
mandeering of labour, such were the principal measures
associated with the social and economic Revolution.
All these measures, inspired and promoted by the
whole-hoggers, Robespierre accepted and adopted as his
own, though sometimes not without reluctance, it would
seem. If he had not been overthrown, what would he
have done? This is a branch of the game of hypothetical
history to which someone has given the name of Ouchrony.
There is ground for thinking that, while retaining the
essential features of Hebert's and Roux's programme,
Robespierre would have agreed to a certain amount of
give and take, and have adopted a less uncompromising
attitude, just as Lenin, after a spell of undiluted com-
munism, inaugurated the N.E.P.
He was handicapped by his incorruptibility, by his
want of tact and by the general apathy. He seemed
to be bent on justifying the exaggerations of the propa-
gandists, who represented him as a tiger athirst for
blood. The Great Terror, which day by day sent
whole batches of innocent people to the guillotine,
had turned the stomachs of the Parisian populace.
Robespierre never realized this and sincerely intended
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